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E  P  O  R  T  . 


BY  THE  KOUSE   OF  DELEGATES^ 

February  22,  1841. 


The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Report  of  the  Presi-> 
dent  and  visitors  of  the  Maryland  Hospital,  and  who  were  requir- 
ed hy  the  order  which  passed  the  House  of  De'eg.iteSjJanuary  38th, 
1841,  to  proceed  to  the  city  of  Baltimore  for  the  purpose  nt  exam- 
ining the  condition  oftiiat  Institution,  beg  leave  to  reporti 

That  in  accordance  with  instructions,  they  proceeded  (o  the  in- 
stitution, and  made  every  inquiry  which  ihey  deemed  requisite 
into  its  present  condition,  and  prospects.  Their  investigation  ex-- 
tended  into  a  mtntite  inspection  of  the  vrhole  buildingj  uhich  has 
within  the  past  year  been  greatly  enlarged  for  tine  accommodation- 
of  patient?.  Before  the  late  extension,  it  could  contain  about  sixty- 
five  patients,  it  can  nnw  accommodate  about  one  hundred  in  si.Tglc 
r"om&,a!id  fifteen  or  twenty  more,  in  what  areternied  ward  rooms, 
with  the  moyt  ample  arrangements  fur  their  comfort.  The  neW 
wing  which  has  been  co.-istructed  since  the  appropriation  of  183S, 
is  completed  in  the  most  workmanhke  manner,  and  every  conve- 
ni-ence  which  properly  belongs  to  s'jch  an  instiluti()n,.i$  there  to 
be  found,  and  your  eonimittee  felt  the  liveliest  {satisfaction,  when 
visiting  the  various  apartnients,to  find  that  no  pairs  had  been  spared 
to  promote  the  comfort  of  the  present  inmatey  of  the  institution, 
and  those  who  may  hereafter  be  placed  within  its  walls,  ft  was  a 
matter  of  pride  and  pleasure  to  your  committee  to  witness  the  or- 
tier  with  which  its  entire  management  is  conducted,  and  believe 
that  it  is  capable  of  more  extended  usefulness.  Your  committee 
find  from  the  Report  of  (lie  Presi«!eni  end  V  itiiors,  as  well  as  from 
an  examination  ot  the  books  and  vouchers,  th^t  the  improvements 
nrce>3ardy  incurred,  the  expenditure  of  large  sums  of  money,  the 
building  of  the  new  wing,  the  fitting  up  of  the  third  story  of  the* 
centre  buMding,  the  introduction  of  extensive  furnace?,  the  cun-« 


struction  of  bath-rooms,  the  slating  of  thfc  entire  instltulion,  ren- 
dered necessary  as  a  security  against  fire,  together  with  costly  iin- 
j)rovements  not  necessary  to  mention  in  detail,  have  caused  the 
coniraction  of  a  debt  to  mechanics  who  did  the  work  considerably 
beyond  the  means  which  the  Stale  has  phced  in  the  possession  of 
the  Board. 

The  grant  of  which  they  availed  (hemselves  of  ^30,000  which 
was  passed  at  December  session  1838,  was  not  fully  realized,  in 
consequence  of  the  heavy  discount  they  were  obliged  to  pay, in  or- 
der to  procure  the  necessary  amount  of  money  to  enable  them  to 
go  to  work  at  once  and  build  the  necessary  accommodations  for  all 
who  might  require  admission.  Tiie  grant  of  .*30,000  was  payable 
ill  six  years,  and  the  discount  actually  paid  thereon  was  $4,958  32, 
and  the  total  amount  of  expenditures  is  $40,970  28;  leaving  a 
deficit  of  $15,928  60,  there  remaming  in  liank  to  the  credit  of  ihe 
President  and  Visitors  $98  22. 

The  excess  of  the  debt  incurred, was  in  consequence  of  the  heavy 
discount,  which  was  paid  in  order  to  begin  ihe  work  at  once  and 
finish  it  as  promptly  as  circumstances  would  allow,  and  the  addi- 
tional heavy  expenditures  found  requisite  in  extensive  repairs  ot 
the  old  buildingf^,  not  originally  contemplated.  The  new  wing 
was  constructed  within  the  estimate  originally  made  by  the  super- 
intendent of  construction. 

Your  committPe  are  of  opinion  that  the  President  and  Board  of 
Visitors,  acting  as  the  agents  of  the  Stale,  and  with  no  other  mo- 
tive than  the  public  interest,  did  proceed  with  the  strictest  regard 
to  economy  consis^tent  with  the  objects  to  be  attained,  and  the  mo- 
ney expended,  and  the  debt  now  due,  was  contracted  unavoidably 
in  completion  of  the  work  in  which  they  vvere  engaged.  It  is  aU 
mo'^t  impossible  to  estimate  with  accuracy,  the  cost  of  such  exten- 
sile unprov^menit)  and  when  once  in  a  state  of  progression,  they 
eannol  be  arrested  without  abandoning  the  work  to  exposure  and 
decay.  By  request  of  your  committee,  ihe  creditors  of  the  Mary- 
land Hospital  lipld  a  meeting  with  a  view  to  submit  the  must  fa- 
vorable proposiiion  ir:  ;.heir  power  to  make  to  the  >Siale'  for  the 
liquidation  ol  their  c!.  im.-i,  nnd  {hc-.y  have  signed  a  vviiiien  agiee- 
ment,  which  i''  annexed  to  this  llepoi  t,  consicijiiog  lo  takp  6  per 
cfnt  Manlarid  State  Bonds,  in  jwynient  of  their  several  claims. 
The  Bonds  are  to  be  received  by  inem  at  par,  or  if  placed  in  the 
hands  of  the  President  and  Board  of  Visitors  the  proceeds  thereof, 
are  to  be  applied  to  the  extinguishment  of  the  creditors  claims,  they 
allowing  the  (ii^count  if  any  in  such  case 

This  assent  on  their  part,  \vas  con^idof  ed  by  y«)ur  committee,  in 
the  present  embarrassed  5tate  of  the  Tieasury,  as  a  mode  prefera- 
bie  to  be  adopted  than  any  other  which  they  could  suggest,  as  it 
enables  the  State  by  the  payment  of  tiic  interest  on  the  bonds,  to 


avoid  at  this  time  3ny  heavy  appropriations,  and  will,  if  adopted, 
avoid  the  necessily  of  selling  so  valuable  an  institution,  under  ie- 
g^l  process,  for  the  payment  of  outstanding  claims. 

Your  committee  need  not  urge  upon  the  Legislature,  the  im« 
portance  of  such  an  institution,  under  State  control,  or  enlarge  upon 
its  extended  usefulness — these  views  will  readily  suggest  them- 
seives  to  every  liberal  mind,  and  every  friend  of  humanity. 

In  compliance  with  the  wishes  frequently  expressed  by  past  Le- 
gislatures, and  especially  by  the  resolution  of  1838,  which  con« 
ferred  the  appropriation  already  mentioned,  this  institution  has 
been  devoted  exclusively  to  the  purposes  of  a  Lunatic  Asylum. 

The  expenses  to  be  met  in  its  support,  are  supplied  by  the  pro- 
ceeds paid  by  the  patients,  not  a  single  cent  having  been  at  any 
time  appropriated  for  that  purpose,  nor  is  there  the  least  doubt  on 
the  mind  of  }our  committee,  that  it  will  be  capable  at  all  times  of 
self  maintenance.  During  the  past  year,  we  are  informed  by  the 
report  of  the  president  and  visitors,  that  the  cash  received 
and  due  for  board,  was  about  $17,000;  the  amount  disbursed  and 
due  was  i|  15,000,  leaving  a  balance  in  favor  of  the  institution  of 
about  $2,000,  one  half  ot  which,  is  considered  good,  and  will  be 
speedily  collected. 

One  half  of  the  building  is  appropriated  for  the  reception  of  pau- 
per patients,  who  are  now  received  at  the  low  price  of  $100  per 
annum.  This  rate  is  only  found  sufficient,  by  preserving  a  propor* 
tion  between  the  different  classes  of  patients;  those  of  the  better 
class,  or  pay  patients,  paying  a  higher  board,  enables  the  President 
and  Visitors  to  receive  pauper  lunatics  at  a  less  price  than  is  found 
by  experience,  to  be  the  actual  cost  of  maintaining  them.  This 
])ronortion  between  the  two  classes  may  be  slated  as  70  to  35, 
Whenever  the  increase  is  grea'er  on  the  part  of  the  paupers.  ih« 
institution  must  fail.  Your  comniittee  have  informed  themselves 
as  to  the  charges  in  similar  institutions  throughout  the  country, 
and  they  find  that  <|^125  is  th^  usual  price  tor  lunatic  paupers. 
The  President  and  Board  of  Visiters,  anxious  however  to  extend 
the  hand  of  charity  towards  this  class  of  sufferers,  do  not  desire 
any  increase  of  charge  to  be  made  respecting  them,  or  to  be  re 
iievt-d  from  their  reception.  On  the  contrary,  they  have  brought 
to  ihe  notice  cf  }our  committee,  facts  and  arguments  in  behalfof 
the  lunatic  paupers  throughout  ilie  State,  which  have  awakened 
their  attention  to  their  present  deplorable  condition.  It  is  well 
known  to  the  General  Assembly,  that  the  destitute  condition  of 
lunatic  paupers  in  this  State,  is  a  melancholy  fact)  so  notorious  afs 
to  require  legislative  action.  By  the  last  census  made  out  by  the 
Marshal  of  the  U.  States,  it  appears  that  there  are  at  present  with- 
in the  State,  199  lunatic  paupers.  Your  committee  would  araw 
the  attention  ol  the  General  Assembly  to  the  poliny,  on  the  score 
of  economy,  if  (or  no  other  reason,  to  the  adoption  of  some  plaii 
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by  which  l.hqy  may  he  removed, to  the  Marylancl  Hospital.  It  is 
fact  well  authenticated  by  the  statement  furnished  by  the  Mary- 
land  Hospital  and  Dtber  similar  institutions,  set  apart  for  the  pur- 
pose of  Lunatic  A5)'l»ms,  that  in  the  vasi  majority  of  cases  placed 
ruijder  treatment,  cures  have  been  eifected,  and  the  patient  restored 
,tP  -his  accustomed  avocations,  thereby  relieving  the  State  from  a 
continued  demand  tor  his  support — when,  on  the  other  hand,  it  is 
equally  true,  that  in  the  entire  absence  of  proper  treatment  ia 
Aims-Houses  and  the  like  establishments,  that  the  patient  there 
confined,  seldom  fails  to  continue  in  the  same  deplora'»le  condition 
till  relieved  by  death.  When  properly  treated,  as  can  onlv  be  ac- 
complished by  the  Care  and  attention  administered  in  a  Liunatic 
Hospital,  the  failure  to  cure  constitutes  the  exception  to  the  rule, 
and  when  dififerenlly  situated,  the  cure,  becomes  the  exception. 

It  would,  therefore,  be  manifestly  a  saving  to  the  counties  and 
cities,  if  this  would  pay  the  additional  sum  required  for  a'l  these 
advantages,  for  a  brief  period,  rather  than  by  practising  a  false 
economy  for  temporary  considerations,  create  a  burden  which  time 
increases  far  beyond  what  might  be  demanded  for  a  single  year, 
or  frequently  even  for  a  less  time.  Your  committee  whilst  in  the 
flischarge  of  their  duty,  in  order  to  contrast  the  condition  of  the  pau- 
per.lunatics  in  the  various  Aims-Houses  in  the  State,  w^iih  the  pro- 
visi<m  made  for  them  in  the  Maryland  Hosi)ita!,  visited  the  Poor 
.House  of  Baltimore  city  and  county.  They  there  found,  that,  not- 
jwithstanding  the  praise  justly  due  to  the  admirable  management 
with  which  it  is  conducted,  that  the  want  of  proper  attention  to  the 
lunatic  <lepar(ment  is  very  apparent.  AH  ihsoe  appliances  so  pe- 
culiarly requisite  for  the  restoration  ol  dethron«-'d  reason, are  derkied; 
the  limited  number  of  apartments  requiring  that  several  should  be 
crowdtd  in  the  same  cell, the  mean?  c(  successful  treatment  not  within 
the  reach  of  medical  attendants.  The  able  and  eloquent  appeal 
madeby  ihe  attendant  physician  of  the  Baltimore  Alms  House,  (Dr. 
Robinson,)  with  a  view  to  enlist  the  attention  ot  the  public  to  the 
importance  of  establishing  a  Slnte  Lunatir,  Assylom,  contains  abun- 
dantevidence,  gathered  Irom  experience,  that  unltss  other  provision 
is  made  for  them  than  is  furnished  at  present,  nearly  all  hope  ot  re- 
covery is.  lost. 

Your  committee  is  inclined  to  believe,  that  their  unhappy  con- 
dition is  even  worse  in  other  portions  of  the  State,  where  ihey  are 
confined  in  county  Aims-Houses  and  common  j^ils,  where  poor 
misfortune  is  doomed  to  feel  the  lash  of  vice. 

Your  committee  do  not,  however,  }iio()ose  to  make  it  obligatory 
on  the  counties  to  adopt  the  plan  proposed.  They  sincerely  hope, 
however,  ti)at  the  State  herself  may  be  prepared  to  l(^nd  her  aid, 
and  that  it  may  be  placed  within  the  reach  ol  every  section  of  the 
Stale  to  avail  themselves  of  the  benefit. 

Your  coir.mittee  in  closing  their  report,  desire  once  more  local' 


tlie  attention  of  the  General  Assembly  to  the  debt  which  now  hangs 
over  this  instiiution,  from  which,  if  noi  relieved  by  her  liberality, 
she  will  be  incapable  of  fulfilling  her  holy  objects. 

The  mechanics,  to  wliom  chiefly  this  debt  is  due,  acting  under 
the  authority  and  by  the  directions  of  the  accredited  agents  of  the 
State,  have  faithfully  fulfilled  their  contracts.  They  have  now  the 
legal  right  to  entbrce  payment.  Many  of  them  have  contracted 
large  bills  for  materials  used  ir.  the  completion  o{-  the  work;  they 
are  dependani  upon  the  proceeds  of  their  labor  for  support,  and 
are  consequently  solicitous  that  their  accounts  may  he  settled. 
Your  committee  would,  therefore,  recommend  lor  the  adoption  of 
the  General  Assembly,  the  tollovving  resolution: 

Be  it  resolved  hy  the  General  Assembly  of  Maryland,  That  the 
Commissioner  of  Loans  be  and  he  is  hereby  directed  to  issue  to 
the  President  and  Visitors  of  the  Maryland  Hospital,  bonds  of  the 
State  of  Maryland,  bearing  six  per  cent,  interest,  payable  at  the 
pleasure  of  the  State,  in  denominations  of  not  less  than  one  hun- 
dred dollars,  to  the  amount  of  $16,000,  transferable  as  other  stocks 
upon  the  books  of  the  Commissioner  of  Loans,  to  be  by  them  paid 
to  the  CI  editors  of  said  institution,  at  par,  in  discharge  of  their 
claims. 

All  of  whieh  is  respectfully  submitted, 

BENJAMIN  C.  PRESSTMAN, 

Chairman. 
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